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CONFIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 8716 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: XF 

SUBJECT: UPI COVERAGE OF EBAN REMARKS 
REF: STATE 212632 

1. TWO AMERICAN JOURNALIST SOURCES TELL US THAT UPI ACCOUNT 
OF ISRAELI FM AEBAN'S REMARKS, PARA 9 OF REF, IS HIGHLY 
INACCURATE VERSION OF WHAT WAS A BACKGROUND SESSION WITH 
FOREIGN NEWSMEN. 

2. THEY REPORT THAT UPI WAS NOT PRESENT AND PRESUMABLY 
WROTE ACCOUNT FROM SECOND-HAND INFORMATION. UPI CONFIRMED 
TO EMBOFF THAT IT DID NOT HAVE REPRESENTATIVE AT SESSION. 

3. TERENCE SMITH, NEW YORK TIMES, WHO WAS PRESENT, 

SAID EBAN REMARKED THAT TOTAL ENERGIES OF GOI WERE PRESENTLY 
ABSORBED IN CEASEFIRE AND THAT CABINET HAS NOT DISCUSSED 
BLUEPRINT FOR SETTLEMENT. IN COURSE OF DISCUSSION, EBAN DID 
TOSS OUT SEVERAL POSSIBLE SCENARIOS IN VERY GENERAL TERMS 
BUT NOTHING RESEMBLING UPI ACCOUNT. HE IS REPORTED TO HAVE 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT WEST BANK OF CANAL WAS NOT A "NATURAL" 
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OCCUPATION "CANNOT LAST FOREVER.” ASKED WHEN NEGOTIATIONS 
WOULD BEGIN, EBAN WAS SAID TO HAVE REPLIED, "WE ARE 
WAITING FOR THE BIG POWERS TO TELL US.” HE SAID HE ASSUMED 
NEGOTIATIONS WOULD BE UNDER THEAUSPICES OF THE US AND USSR 
AND THAT THIS IS PREFERABLE TO ANY OTHER AUSPICES. 

4. SMITH SAYS HE DID NOT FILE ON BACKGROUNDER BUT DID USE PARTS 
IN LATER STORIES. ABC CORRESPONDENT WHO ATTENDED SAID 

HE FILED NOTHING BECAUSE NOTHING NEW STEMMED FROM SESSION. 

5. YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT UPI OFFICE HERE ALMOST TOTALLY 
STAFFED BY YOUNG REPORTERS WITH LITTLE BACKGROUND ON ME 

AND WHO HAVE NOT BEEN ADVERSE TO PUTTING UNRECOGNIZABLE WORDS 
INTO MOUTHS OF ISRAELIS AND AMERICANS HERE. 

KEATING 
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